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" I'm glad anyhow that Dr. Jones is unmarried, and
hope that Rayner hasn't a wife, for an Englishwoman
here, with nothing to do, 'd be bound to try and call on
the Maharani and might meet, or at least hear of, Olga,"
" Rayner was certainly a bachelor when here four
years ago, and as he was middle-aged then, he's unlikely
to have married since."
With these assurances, Durrant had to be satisfied,
though he would have given much to have heard of
Olga's death.
The private secretary had not been back in Ghanapur
for many days before he learnt of the serious rupture
between the Maharaja and the Maharani, owing to the
disappearance of the diamond necklace and bracelets.
Indeed, the Raja took an early opportunity of obtaining
Durrant's advice.
Lalji Rao, the keeper of the strong-room, who had
succumbed to the Maharani's bribes, had been lodged in
the State jail, where he would remain awaiting trial for a
considerable time. The Raja had not yet dealt with Bai,
the go-between, for she was a very old and trusted
retainer of his wife's family. It would not be to his
interest to give the Princess fresh cause for anger against
him. Hence, all the Raja was able to do was to maintain
his postal censorship. All envelopes addressed to the
Princess, and all those dispatched by her, reached his
study. There, in secret, the ruler himself opened the
correspondence, by means of clean, wet blotting-paper
placed on the flaps of the envelopes. Those letters
concerned with trivial, everyday matters were allowed to
pass, after the Prince had reclosed the envelopes with the
Rani's seal of which he possessed a duplicate. Naturally,
any missives containing the Princess's complaints about
her spouse were suppressed. To allay still further
Durrant's fears about Olga, the Maharaja added that,
since the girl's arrival in Ghanapur, her meagre incoming
and outgoing mail had also been well scrutinised, so